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Case Studies
Country Mile Project
All Funding Sources & Project Total
Funding source: RDPE LEADER CWWW - £48,679.35
In kind contributions
- £5,275.96
Total

£53,955.31

Start Date: December 2010
End Date: December 2011
Lead Organisation: East Riding of Yorkshire Council
Location: LEADER area wide coverage
Location of Project Manager / Registered Office: Beverley, HU17 9BA
Project Summary
The Country Mile Project aims to promote a greater appreciation of and regard for the
wildlife value of verges, and will achieve this by engaging local communities to take
ownership of sites to help preserve, maintain and enhance their unique ecological and
cultural value.
Project Progress
The Country Mile Project will take forward and build upon the work undertaken by
the pilot East Riding of Yorkshire Country Mile Project (2006 – 2008). The project
covers the new LEADER CWWW area working cross-county within East Riding of
Yorkshire and into North Yorkshire. East Riding of Yorkshire Council (ERYC),
North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) and BTCV are the main initial partners on
the project, with a dedicated Country Mile Project Officer appointed to manage and
coordinate the work and to liaise with various partners and stakeholders.
The pilot project achieved considerable success in raising awareness of the value of
grassland habitats on roadside verges and also undertook practical work to get some
of the best verges into better condition. Work has been instigated on some 23 verges
in the East Riding through the Project via the Council’s highways department and the
BTCV. The pilot project also began to raise the profile of important verges with key
groups such as the local highways authority and utilities companies, but this can be
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built on to engage further groups such as parish councils and local land owners. The
pilot project provided training to community groups in small mammal surveys,
hedgerow surveys and botanical surveys and introduced the basics of habitat
management plans.
In 2007 the North Yorkshire Special Interest Verge Project was set up and has
currently brought over 60 verges under management beneficial to their biodiversity, in
areas of North Yorkshire not covered by LEADER. The North Yorkshire project
hopes to begin targeting verges in the Yorkshire Wolds area, where there have been
detailed surveys carried out since 2005, but no changes in management have taken
place and little community engagement has been undertaken.
Project Quote
The LEADER CWWW has enabled the Country Mile Project to continue for a further
year and expand the project both geographically (into Ryedale and Scarborough) and
in capacity by appointment of a dedicated Project Officer who will be key in liaising
with landowners and local communities, and coordinating the habitat management.
The funding process has been well supported by partner organisations such as BTCV
and NYCC and by the LEADER CWWW team.
Beneficiary Quote
“…I would like to confirm that NEYEDC is fully in support of the continuation of the
Country Mile Project. The first phase of the project not only gathered a significant
amount of recent information to update records on verges notified as of special
interest for nature conservation in the past, but also built up the survey skill-base and
enthusiasm of a core of local people across the East Riding of Yorkshire, leading to
previously unknown verges being identified and surveyed.” Simon Pickles, Director,
North East Yorkshire Ecological Data Centre.
“It is the view of Natural England that the continuation of this successful project will
realise a number of key LEADER objectives, namely the empowerment of local
communities to help manage species rich verges in their parishes and in doing so
connecting local people with the natural heritage of remnant chalk grassland in the
Wolds.
Secondly, the project will continue to build on a growing sense of ownership within
local communities involved with the verge project and the participation in local
environmental management that goes with it.” Chris McGregor, Lead Conservation
Advisor, Natural England.
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This will be a section completed by a LAG member outlining what it’s meant for the
LAG to have funded this project.
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Millington Dale North

Contact:
Michael Newton
Biodiversity Project Officer
East Riding of Yorkshire Council
Tel: 01482 391719
Email: michael.newton@eastriding.gov.uk
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